 My calling into the Lord's service came on August 12, 1990, while serving in the U.S. Air Force during the Persian Gulf War.  I heard the voice of God, as I was reading Ephesians 2:8-9...” For by grace are you saved through faith, it is the gift of God; not of works so that no man can boast.  As I remember seeing a light that radiated at the sound of God's voice and experiencing a warm feeling all over my body, and tears on my face. The Holy Spirit kept saying... for by grace are you saved through faith. I kept saying, but Lord I don't deserve it. The Holy Spirit said “It is by grace, the undeserved favor of God  is upon you”. That was the first time that I heard God's voice. You see, even though I had read the Bible many times completely through and attended church services regularly, you would have thought that I knew Jesus, but I didn’t and had never recognized His voice before that day. 

Even-though I had heard it before. This time I knew it was God speaking to me through the Word and the Spirit and I discovered that my walk with Christ was not about knowing the Bible, but about knowing Jesus. Not about Christianity, but about Christ and what He has done for us and developing an intimate relationship with Him.  The scriptures say: “My sheep know my voice and a strangers, they will not follow. My attitude in life, was all about me, but gradually the love of God changed me into a person with a new heart and mind. He created in new a clean heart and renewed a right spirit within me. Now, my life now has a new purpose and direction. 

The ministry of the kingdom of God started as an outreach to the sick, poor and elderly in Sumter and Kershaw Counties of South Carolina in 1992 and also evolved into a teaching and preaching ministry in 1994. In September 2000, while on vacation in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina, I approached the top of one of the mountain peaks, which was covered by a cloud so thick that I had to pull my car over. The wind started blowing fiercely and I heard the Lord's voice again and said... "Destroy the Yoke in Roanoke".  For two years a fought the call to go because I was secure with my job, family and friends. But finally I submitted to the will of God and went not knowing what may lay ahead.

You see, when God decides that He wants to do something through you, it is then up to you to obey and be blessed or disobey and be cursed, because God does not force Himself on us. During those years God developed me and the vision of God. I realized that God was pruning me and there were some things that had to be rearranged in my life: my allegiance to family, friends, career, possessions and self. Christ had to have first place in my life. God didn't just want part of me, He wanted all of me, mind, body and soul! Today, I understand what it means to ask for and receive forgiveness and be restored in a right relationship with God. I respect God as the true owner and I thank Him for what I have. I dedicate myself and all that I possess to Him. If you are struggling with your past and can't seem to forgive yourself, I pray that you will realize that God isn't looking at what you have done, He is looking at where He is leading you. That doesn't mean you won't have set-backs, but it does mean that God a plan and purpose for your life. Just allow Him to finish what He has started in you. We never really reach the place of total fulfillment, because God is never through with us. As long as where are here we are constantly being molded and shaped into the image of Jesus.

Let me tell you, there have been many battles lost, but praise be to God we overcome to the blood of the lamb and the word of our testimony. I'm here to tell you, God can give you beauty for ashes. Just don't keep yourself in bound by not accepting the forgiveness of God. Regardless of how many times you have failed, there still another choice to make, that is the choice to get back up again. Remember this... no test... no testimony. You can get back up again! I'm a witness to God's Amazing Grace... through failure, defeat and lack: to joy, peace and righteousness in the Holy Spirit, being brought out of the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of His marvelous light...O God, I can't tell it all, but I just can't keep it to myself... I have to tell somebody... Glory to God! Today, by the power of the Holy Spirit, I am continuing to walk after the things of God heeding His voice and being perfected by the Holy Spirit, for His Word shall not return unto Him void.
Know that God has something special in mind for you!
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